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Colonial Williamsburg’s American Indian 
Initiative Offers New Programming During 

November’s Native American Heritage Month 

  

 
Colonial Williamsburg’s American Indian Initiative explores the lives and stories of American Indians 

in the 18th century.  Image courtesy of The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Download high reslouation images here. 

  
  

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (Oct. 31, 2022) – This November, celebrate National Native 
American Heritage Month with Colonial Williamsburg’s American Indian Initiative. As 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227784990490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v0Fvk%2FTla0EHTEFVE%2BBgIWouTwi8%2FFfa3LfuQGbF2Ww%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fscl%2Ffo%2F9h7gi1m0c61s2sykb80ge%2Fh%3Fdl%3D0%26rlkey%3D9qhuoardgm2bh2bwrm984tno0&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227784990490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uhxjr%2BHYZZfCw%2FUMeTlCTvIKSLAuoZ5pFsO57SK3DL0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Faihm%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fiz4nWtBzqRog6n2mEO1alV2BHbTTGe8ltdRpCQIjAU%3D&reserved=0


part of the Foundation’s ongoing work to tell an accurate and inclusive story of 
America’s origins, the American Indian Initiative will offer new and increased 
programming this month including the public debut of Colonial Williamsburg’s newest 
Nation Builder, Oconostota, a member of the Cherokee nation and a part of a Cherokee 
delegation that came to Williamsburg in 1777. 
  
“I think most people underestimate the significant role that American Indians played in 
18th-century Virginia,” said Fallon Burner, Colonial Williamsburg’s Assistant Research 
Historian focusing on Indigenous histories. “Members of local tribes including the 
Pamunkey, Mattaponi and Chickahominy as well as representatives from tribal nations 
from farther away like the Cherokee, Shawnee and Wyandot had a profound influence 
on what we think of as American culture and democracy today. Better understanding of 
those influences not only humanizes and honors the people of the past, but also brings 
us to a more accurate understanding of how our nation and culture were forged.” 
  
American Indians were a regular and frequent presence in 18th-century Williamsburg. 
Because various tribes converged on the city for diverse purposes, Colonial 
Williamsburg has the unique opportunity to offer a broad range of content related to 
18th-century American Indian life.  
  
Visitors to Colonial Williamsburg can interact with members of the American Indian 
Initiative throughout the city any time of the year, as they would have been able to do in 
the 18th century. They can be found working in Prentis field with a farmer or at the 
American Indian farming plot in the Colonial Garden, leading a horse carrying trade 
goods down Duke of Gloucester Street, or conversing with visitors on Palace Green. 
Starting this month, Oconostota will be a regular participant in the Visit a Nation 
Builder program which consists of daily public audiences with visitors. Nation Builders 
and programming vary depending on the date. Visit the CW Planner for the most up-to-
date daily programming information.  
  
The following special programs offered throughout November feature American Indian 
stories: 
  

• American Indian Life Series (Oct. 30, Nov. 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 13, 16, 17, 20, 23 at 10:30 
a.m., Charlton Stage) An exploration of the diversity of American Indian nations and 
their role in our collective story. Topics vary and include the role of captive-taking and 
citizenship in Cherokee society, the history of the Brafferton Indian School at William & 
Mary, and the population and adaptation of Virginia Indian tribes.  

• Washington and the American Indians (Nov. 2, 4, 9, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30 at 1:30 p.m., 
Hennage Auditorium) George Washington discusses his experiences with and views of 
various American Indian nations. 

• My Story, My Voice - Joseph Martin, Indian Agent (Nov. 7, 14, 21 at 2:45 p.m., 
Charlton Stage). Joseph Lynch Martin, agent of Indian Affairs, returns home to Virginia 
and is confronted by his teenage son about his new Cherokee wife.  

• My Story, My Voice – Sam’s War (Nov. 6, 13, 20 at 2:45 p.m., Charlton Stage) Sam, 
a formerly enslaved soldier, tells his heroic story of self-liberation including his 
encounters with the Shawnee – his supposed enemy – and those who enslaved him. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fexplore%2Fnation-builders%2Foconostota%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yAe7LhFhI2V8bza5OBMLTu9yFlBNHkgeVv0yo7Jo%2BMU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Fvisit-a-nation-builder%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xqbau2SuvPM%2BkXf451%2FiUVAEvhghlPZAxUjuXCc7MwE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Fvisit-a-nation-builder%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xqbau2SuvPM%2BkXf451%2FiUVAEvhghlPZAxUjuXCc7MwE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents-calendar%2F%3Fdate%3Dtoday%26from%3Dnavvisit&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oyA4krphXXVQZVLJ9Fh51GlCp9lcI0tjtCkclg%2FnyzY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Famerican-indian-life-series%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vxX5ErJdEGu%2FrmGmzyaTPfcZoOWoZ0YvKWFyxbcEnDI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Fwashington-and-the-american-indians%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A0Uic62oOWc%2FvBxCWIKO5b8jRovvTMKD1dYdMi3dt%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Fmy-story-my-voice-joseph-martin-indian-agent%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g91LDXlCn476z9egpDasb7dTAWTxhEuQhcw1DhwfXgo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colonialwilliamsburg.org%2Fevents%2Fmy-story-my-voice-sams-war%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccreeher%40cwf.org%7C314e447fb37845d3918108dabb4aef14%7Ce5987f962bd0460084448a217767e8ba%7C0%7C0%7C638028227785146740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sbnrEOVRpdjXbwjtrMprjzJTc4DNp7Lg6Z%2FT2yEZftY%3D&reserved=0


• From Freedom to Slavery (Oct. 27, 29, Nov. 3, 5, 10, 17, 19, 24, 26 at 1:30 p.m., 
Hennage Auditorium) The story of Methotaskee, an enslaved woman who made a free 
life for herself as an adopted Shawnee Indian before being forced back into slavery.  

• Nation Builder at the Encampment (Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 at 1:30 p.m., American Indian 
Encampment Site) A Nation Builder joins a small American Indian delegation in 
Williamsburg to discuss their relationships and interactions with Indigenous peoples.  

  

About Colonial Williamsburg’s American Indian Initiative 

Established with a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation in 2002, the American Indian 
Initiative was designed to give a voice to the untold stories of the native people of 
eastern North America. Since its inception, the American Indian Initiative has hosted 
panel discussions and lecture series, renewed relationships with American Indian 
descendant communities, facilitated community discussions, and created numerous 
programs featuring the histories of 18th-century American Indians. The program is 
currently seeking additional staff members to help grow this initiative. These full-time 
positions are filled by 21st-century American Indians from around the United States 
who interpret the stories, roles, and interactions of diverse indigenous people in the 
1700s and their impact on contemporary American life. For more information on 
careers with Colonial Williamsburg, visit the careers page at colonialwilliamsburg.org. 

  
  
Media contact:             Ellen Morgan Peltz 

Colonial Williamsburg 
epeltz@cwf.org 
757-220-7287 
  
  

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation preserves, restores and operates Virginia’s 18th-century capital of 

Williamsburg. Innovative and interactive experiences highlight the relevance of the American Revolution to 

contemporary life and the importance of an informed, active citizenry. The Colonial Williamsburg experience 

includes more than 600 restored or reconstructed original buildings, renowned museums of decorative arts and 

folk art, extensive educational outreach programs for students and teachers, lodging, culinary options from historic 

taverns to casual or elegant dining, the Golden Horseshoe Golf Club featuring 45 holes designed by Robert Trent 

Jones and his son Rees Jones, a full-service spa and fitness center, pools, retail stores and gardens. Philanthropic 

support and revenue from admissions, products and hospitality operations sustain Colonial Williamsburg’s 

educational programs and preservation initiatives. 

– CWF – 
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